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1 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 23, 1984 
L/A '70 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will receive a 
$24,000 grant from the Dow Chemical Company Foundation to provide 
scholarships and other assistance to the chemistry program, according 
to Dr. David Ebdon, Department Chairman. 
Grants will go to 19 other institutions for the first time 
this year. The Foundation is doubling the number of colleges and 
universities on its grant list, from 20 to 40. Of the 20 new ones, 
Eastern and Knox College are the only two in Illinois. 
The program provides $6,000 per year for four years to each school, 
with $5,000 earmarked for scholarships and $1,000 "for the discretionary use 
of the chemistry department to assist in the educational process." 
Ebdon said state-supported schools, not as expensive to attend as 
some private institutions, have the latitude of issuing two scholarships 
for $2,500 each to incoming freshmen who will major in chemistry. Eastern 
will take this approach, Ebdon said. 
The scholarships are renewable for three years if the recipients 
maintain a "B" average, or 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. The Foundation stipulates 
that if a recipient switches majors or schools the scholarship must be 
transferred to another student at the same curriculum level. 
Ebdon said the grant "recognizes Eastern's strong undergraduate 
chemistry program, plus the fact that many of our graduates go on to earn 
advanced degrees in nationally-known institutions." 
A Dow Foundation spokesman said most of the schools on its list 
have no Ph.D.-granting programs, and that their graduates pursue higher 
degrees in larger university programs. 
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"It is that role of such schools that the Foundation wishes to 
recognize and encourage," the spokesman said. 
Dr. David P. Sheetz, the Foundation's Vice President and 
Director of Research and Development, said "it is our feeling that the 
smaller baccalaureate-granting schools are the key to supplying the 
graduate schools with an adequate supply of well-qualified candidates." 
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